
Medical acupuncture and related 
techniques for small exotic 
mammals, reptiles, and birds.

Hands-on practice at home with 
an avian model for locating 
acupuncture points.

Anatomy of exotic animal
acupuncture points.

One year access to the 
online modules.
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Presented and directed by Narda G. Robinson, DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA
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15 Hours Online CE



CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS

This course is NYSED approved and awaiting RACE 
approval.  Please contact your state’s licensing 
agency or comparable regulatory board (if you 
practice outside of the United States) in order to 
determine whether this course qualifies for 15 
continuing education credits. Those who satisfy all the 
requirements of the program will receive a certificate 
of completion.

COURSE CONTENT AND ACCESS
This advanced certification course is open 
to participants with a strong background in 
neuroanatomy of acupuncture. No TCM will be taught 
or accepted. Participants gain access to the online 
materials following enrollment, lasting one year. All 
modules can be completed at your own pace. Each 
module may contain videos, reading assignments, 
and homework. There is no required text. All 
recommended course materials will be available online 
or provided in person.

GOAL FOR THIS COURSE:
• Minimize stress and maximize clinical benefits through the judicious and rational inclusion of 

medical acupuncture and related techniques in small exotic mammals, reptiles, and birds.

OBJECTIVES:
• Review proper handling of small exotic mammals and birds.
• Reinforce the scientific foundations of medical acupuncture such as the principles of 

neuromodulation and connective tissue modification.
• Locate the “big points” of medical acupuncture for various species, considering their relevant 

anatomy and physiologic effects when activated.
• Develop hand-eye-brain coordination for avian acupuncture by practicing with a stuffed animal 

(chicken) model and uploading videos for evaluation.
• Gain confidence in developing a rational approach to various conditions based on Dr. Narda 

Robinson’s  Medical Acupuncture and Integrative Neuromodulation® (MAIN) method of protocol 
development.

• Design treatments for conditions such as digestion disorders, pain, arthritis, back problems, 
spinal cord injury, skin problems, feather-picking, immune system malfunction, balance 
problems, respiratory conditions, peripheral nerve injury, head trauma, and more.

• Explore ways to translate needling methods to non-domestic species safely and effectively.
• Compare and contrast mammalian and avian neuroanatomy.
• Heighten awareness about the significant benefits that medical acupuncture and related 

techniques can provide wildlife in rehabilitation programs that differ from pharmaceuticals and 
surgery.

• Examine the scientific literature for evidence on the treatment of exotic animals with integrative 
medicine.

• Critically evaluate published information to discern ways to elevate standards of care when 
performing medical acupuncture and related techniques.



Module 001. General Overview

• Observe Jolynn Chappell, DVM, cVMA, as she demonstrates handling and treatment of chickens, 
reptiles (specifically with an iguana), parrots, and rodents.  Be prepared to refine your superficial 
needling techniques for birds and other small exotics. 

Module 002. Avian Neurology as a Foundation for Acupuncture

• Identify the following: What similarities and differences exist between them? In what ways does the 
“wiring diagram” of the central, peripheral, and autonomic nervous systems respond to integrative 
medical inputs such as acupuncture? Here we reconsider acupuncture in the context of an avian 
framework.

Module 003. Avian Treatments

• Describe the rationale and neuromodulatory approach based on medical acupuncture and related 
techniques for feather picking, head tilt, uropygial gland problems, egg binding, and more.

Module 004. Avian Point Locations and Finding on MAVina (representative avian stuffed animal 
model)

• Practice locating avian big points on the chicken model by inserting push pins at locations shown in 
preparatory videos. Receive feedback on locations by uploading videos to the learning management 
system, Litmos.

Module 005. Rabbits and Guinea Pigs

• Develop a feel for the opportunities and challenges involved when treating rabbits and rodents with 
medical acupuncture.

Module 006. Reptiles and Amphibians

• Outline safe needling protocols for bearded dragons, snakes, Komodo dragons, tortoises, reptiles, 
and amphibians.

Module 007. Mountain Lions

• Recognize the contributions to exotic animal medicine made by two mountain lions, rescued as 
orphaned cubs, who survived well into their geriatric years, as well as those of a wildlife veterinarian 
who maintained their quality of life with massage and photomedicine.

Module 008. Koalas

• Describe the benefits of medical acupuncture for koalas, whose delicate systems require gentle 
treatment methods.

Registrants will receive 
MAVina, our chicken 

model, and a set of pins for 
point locating.



curacore.org/vet/courses/acupuncture/

Be the first exotic animal acupuncture 
practitioner in your region.

Diversify the treatments for non-domestic 
species.

Improve outcomes with rational, science-
based, integrative medical acupuncture.

For More Information Contact:

Sharon Sherwood 
Education and Event Director, Curacore®Vet 
4007 Automation Way 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
Sharon@CuraCore.org 
970.818.0851

ADD EXOTICS TO YOUR PRACTICE
REGISTER AND BEGIN LEARNING TODAY.

Narda G. Robinson, DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA is a leading authority on scientific integrative medicine from a 
One Health perspective, with over two decades of practicing, teaching, and writing about integrative 
medical approaches in both veterinary and human osteopathic medicine. 
 
In 1998, Dr. Robinson launched Colorado State University’s first integrative medicine service and for 
eight years directed CSU’s Center for Comparative and Integrative Pain Medicine. Dr. Robinson has 
taught a variety of popular, scientifically based continuing education courses, ranging from medical 
acupuncture and massage to botanicals and photomedicine.
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Jolynn Chappell, DVM, cVMA graduated from CSU in 1991 and after working at a small animal hospital 
for almost 2 years, opened Aspenwing Animal Hospital in 1994. She has a strong interest in avian and 
exotic companion animals and has a wonderful reputation for providing service to Wyoming, Nebraska, 
and Colorado for these unique pets. 

Dr. Chappell is certified in Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians and has been a member of the 
Association of Avian Veterinarians since 1989, is a member of the Association of Reptilian and 
Amphibian Veterinarians, the Association of Exotic Mammal Veterinarians, Larimer County Veterinary 
Medical Association and American Medical Veterinary Association.

Mischa Fincher, DVM, cVMA received both her undergraduate and DVM degrees from Colorado State 
University, 1995 and 2000 respectively. She has a deep passion for her patients and professionally 
enjoys cancer treatments, internal medicine, physical medicine focusing on pain management, 
nutritional therapy, and surgery.

Dr. Fincher has been training other veterinarians in veterinary acupuncture since 2007.  She believes 
the best part of complementary medicine is the acceptability and availability to really bond with not 
only her patients, but with the families as well. 


