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A scientific, broad-based approach to acupuncture 
and its translational applications. Based on rational 

mechanisms of action and evidential support. 

MAV 2015 DATES:

Small Animal/Exotics:  
10 Modules +  
clinical intensive 
October 16–20, 2015 

Equine/Farm Animal:  
October 21-25, 2015 

Dual Track:  
12 Modules +  
2 clinical intensives  
October 16–25, 2015

Medical Acupuncture 
for Veterinarians
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Anatomical artwork provided by  
Dover Publications –  

An Atlas of Animal Anatomy  
for Artists and The Anatomy of the Horse

Turn the tide in your practice. Instead of dreading another day of frustration and  
disappointment, enjoy a renewed practice life bolstered by knowing how to assess and 
treat cases others gave up on.

Learn palpation skills and treatment techniques that maximize the body’s innate healing 
capacities. Alleviate pain, improve digestion, and restore proper immune function.  
Eliminate muscle tension, bolster athletic performance, and help the injured walk again.

Many of our graduates came to the Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians course after 
reaching a point in their careers where they wanted to offer patients more than  
conventional methods that risked surgical complications, chronic pain, or intolerable 
side effects.

Enjoy being a veterinarian again. Learn to heal with medical acupuncture. 

Become the doctor that patients look forward to seeing. 

How Often Have You Heard This? 
“Cat won’t eat.” 

“Dog can’t sleep.” 
“Cow won’t breed.” 

“Horse can’t compete.” 

Or This? 
“Even after back surgery, my dog can’t walk.” 
“Since the cruciate surgery, my dog is lame.” 
“I spent hundreds of dollars on diagnostics,  

but my horse’s back still hurts.” 
“My dog is incontinent, even on medication.” 

“I’m tired of giving my cat enemas.” 

Or? 
“No one else has been able to help me. Can you?”
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MAV at Your Fingertips 
Learn anywhere, anytime. Learn at YOUR convenience!

•  NEW FORMAT  
We’ve moved didactic instruction online in a highly engaging, professionally  
produced format for the 12 Modules of MAV. As long as you have a smart 
phone, tablet, or desktop computer, you can attend a MAV lecture. After you 
complete the online modules and pass the tests, join us in Colorado for your 
Clinical Intensives.

•  DUAL TRACK REGISTRATION 
If registering for the full course, to receive your MAV Certificate of Completion in  
both small animal/exotic AND equine/farm animal, you will first progress 
through 12 online modules and follow with two clinical intensives, one for small 
animal/exotic and one for equine/farm animal.

•   SINGLE TRACK REGISTRATION 
If registering for the single track format to receive your MAV Certificate of  
Completion, you will first progress through 10 online modules and follow with 
one Clinical Intensive, either small animal/exotic OR equine/farm animal.

• OVERALL REGISTRATION DETAILS  
 •  Note that everyone will have access to the same initial 8 modules 

that cover the core information for medical acupuncture and related 
techniques. There may be some information within the 8 modules that 
relate to species not within your chosen track. Don’t worry – this carefully 
designed curriculum presents you with the fundamentals necessary for a 
well-rounded medical acupuncture basis of knowledge.

 •  After you complete the 10 single track or 12 dual track modules, you will  
attend the Clinical Intensive(s) selected at the time of registration. Each 
clinical intensive is four-and-a-half days of hands-on labs designed to 
provide supervised instruction, improve your clinical skills, and ensure 
competence in the art of acupuncture, needling, and neuromodulation.

 •  You must identify the Clinical Intensive you plan on attending and 
complete the online didactic portion and Clinical Intensive within one year 
from your registration date. If you fail to complete the online didactic portion 
and clinical intensive within the one year period, you will be required to pay 
an additional fee for continued access.

 

MAV 2015 DATES:

Small Animal/Exotics:  
10 Modules +  

clinical intensive 
October 16–20, 2015 

Equine/Farm Animal:  
October 21-25, 2015 

Dual Track:  
12 Modules +  

2 clinical intensives  
October 16–25, 2015



How much time will it take to complete the online Modules of MAV?   
Modules vary in the number of lectures they contain, but all end with an online examination 
designed to test your mastery of the material in each module.  Each module covers a specific 
topic or type of treatment focus. A good estimate is 1.5 to 2 hours per lecture. (See module 
descriptions document. Modules are subject to change.)

Do the online Modules of MAV need to be completed on a real-time schedule or 
can I choose when and where I learn?  
Learn anywhere, anytime. The lectures within each online module are recorded and therefore 
accessible to you at any time. The lectures are designed to help you learn at your own pace. 
We suggest that you develop a schedule/routine to follow as lectures build on one another. 

Can I watch lectures more than once?  
Yes. You can watch lectures multiple times before taking the test for that module. 

How does the test within each module work?  
The test is online, multiple choice. Questions may pertain to the material from that module  
or address more comprehensive concepts designed to assess your ability to integrate information 
presented previously. Should you score less than 70% on an online examination, you must 
retake it and pass before you can continue.

How long do I have to complete the online MAV Modules?  
You will have one year from the date you register to complete the course. That includes all 
didactic, online lectures and Clinical Intensive(s).

What will I see and how do I participate in the online course? 
You will see the lecturers speak as well as their slide presentations. Online forum discussions 
will allow you to interact with course participants, to ask questions, and to explore certain topics 
in further detail.

How do I obtain course materials and lecture notes? Will they be mailed to me 
ahead of time? 
Lecture notes will be available for download after you register. You’ll need to have PDF-viewing 
software installed on your device. 

Is there technical support provided in case I have any problems? 
There is a link on the player page that will put you in touch with someone to help you with any 
problems. Please allow 24 hours for a response.

Can I view the online course on my iPad or tablet device? 
Yes, as long as your device’s browser supports HTML5 or Flash file playback, then yes. Please 
check our browser test page with the device you wish to use. (See sidebar.)

Will I be able to ask questions and/or communicate with presenters? 
Email contact information for presenters will also be provided. The forum will offer additional  
opportunities for questions.

 

Frequently Asked Questions

What do I need for  
equipment to view the  
online didactic portion of 
the course?

Your system must have the  
following specifications:

•  Bandwidth: Minimum of 
1.5 Mbps

•  Computer Resolution: 
Minimum of 1024 x 768

Operating Systems
• Windows: XP or better
• Mac: OS 10.6 or better
• iOS: 6.0 or better
• Android: 4.0 or better

Network Connectivity
•  Firewalls, proxy servers, 

and content filters must 
all permit access:

– HTTP (TCP port 80)

–  HTTP and HTTPS  
(TCP port 443)

– RTMP (port 80)

Navigate to the link on the 
course website to test your  
system: www.OneHealthSIM.org.
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What Makes MAV the “SMART” Choice?

Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians (MAV) provides the only source for critically evaluated, 
scientifically based, and evidentially informed instruction in veterinary medical acupuncture 
and related techniques such as laser therapy and massage.

Our comprehensive, highly orchestrated curriculum guides students through acupuncture,  
neurophysiology, and neuromodulation. You will learn how to appropriately implement  
scientific medical acupuncture and related techniques (SMART) for

Course Information

Narda G. Robinson, DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA (pictured at right) is the leading authority on scien-
tific integrative medicine from a One Health perspective. With over two decades of practicing, 
teaching, and writing about integrative medical approaches in both veterinary and human 
osteopathic medicine, Dr. Robinson helps healthcare professionals sort fact from fiction.

A scholar, researcher, and widely read author, Dr. Robinson holds the only professorship at a 
veterinary college designed specifically to investigate the legitimacy of integrative medicine. In 
1998, she launched Colorado State University’s first integrative medicine service and she now 
heads CSU’s Center for Comparative and Integrative Pain Medicine. Over the past 16 years, 
Dr. Robinson has taught a variety of popular, scientifically based continuing education  
courses, ranging from medical acupuncture and massage to herbology and photomedicine.

Dr. Robinson holds a Bachelor of Arts (AB) degree from Harvard/Radcliffe, a doctorate in 
osteopathic medicine (DO) from the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, and a doctorate in 
veterinary medicine (DVM) and master’s degree in biomedical sciences (MS) from the  
Colorado State University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. After 
achieving the status of fellow within the American Academy of Medical Acupuncture, a  
physician acupuncture leadership organization, she began serving on the American Board of 
Medical Acupuncture, the board-certifying organization for physician medical acupuncturists.

Most recently, Dr. Robinson developed OneHealthSIM.org, a comprehensive, online  
educational center that conjoins her human and veterinary medical teaching programs and 
emphasizes the value of approaching medicine from a One Medicine, One Health perspective.

“Everyone was terrific and 
the DOCs were fantastic—

could not have learned 
this info so easily without 
you. Probably the best CE 

I’ve ever done.”

– Equine Ambulatory  
Veterinarian

• Disk disease 

• Spinal cord injury

• Back and neck pain

• Digestive disorders

• Cranial and peripheral neuropathy

• Lameness

• Voiding dysfunction

• Arthritis

• Functional restoration

• Immune dysfunction

• Reproductive health

• Post-surgical pain

• Recovery following trauma

• Dermatologic issues

• Ocular pain

• And much more!

A full list of  
faculty and DOCs  

appears on  
the website.
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“After 20 years of  
practice I can finally  
practice the type of 

caring, healing medicine 
that I had imagined doing 
because you so skillfully 

and compassionately  
taught me.”

– Small Animal and  
Exotics Veterinarian

12 Modules of MAV – Core Curriculum
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1. Introduction to Medical Acupuncture and Related Techniques  
  We begin the course with an overview of medical acupuncture and the strides it 

has made in terms of advancing acupuncture science and evidence.

a. Medical Acupuncture – Its history, scope, and achievements.

b.  Surveying the Terrain – How scientific, medical acupuncture and related  
techniques differ from other acupuncture approaches (Traditional Chinese  
Medicine, Japanese Hara techniques, Korean Hand acupuncture, Auricular  
acupuncture, etc.).

c.  Biologic Basis of Personality – Science has found that certain personality 
types link with physical propensities. Learn the connection between genetics, 
behavior, and the body as seen through both ancient Chinese observations 
and modern medical interpretations.

d.  Introduction to the Channels and Points – Learn how nerves, vessels, and  
myofascia relate to acupuncture points and channels; consider their  
structure-function relationships of acupuncture points and channels.

e.  Neural Relationships of Points and Channels – Identify how the acupunc-
ture points acquired their names; learn the neuroanatomic relationships of 
specific points that have special significance.

f.  Acupuncture Safety and the Adverse Effects of Acupuncture – Stay out of 
trouble through astute discernment of proper and improper types of ap-
proaches.

2. Acupuncture Analgesia   
  Dr. Bonnie Wright covers complex acupuncture physiology while making it  

understandable and so much easier to grasp!  Enjoy learning the details about 
pain physiology. 

a. Acupuncture Analgesia: Brain and the Central Nervous System 

b. Acupuncture Analgesia from a Biochemical Perspective

c. Acupuncture, Research Critique, Placebos 

d. Spinal Cord Physiology and Acupuncture 

e. Acupuncture, Glia, and Ion Channels 

f.  Integrative Analgesia: Pharmaceuticals, Nerve Blocks, and Acupuncture

g.  Perioperative Neuromodulation – Acupuncture before, during, and after 
surgery can reduce anesthetic requirements and post-operative medication 
needs. Be able to treat your patients appropriately by instituting acupuncture 
in the perioperative period.



12 Modules of MAV – Core Curriculum

“Thank you so much 
for providing us with the 
course. I absolutely loved 
it and my employer and 

fellow associates at a 
small animal practice are 
so thrilled that I am doing 

acupuncture from a  
medical/neurophysiologic 

approach!”

– Veterinarian in  
General Practice
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3. Neuromodulation 
  Here we walk you through general approaches to neuromodulation, and its  

central, peripheral, and autonomic pathways. 

a.  General Approaches to Neuromodulation – Start by developing a context for 
acupuncture intervention protocols, involving both neuroanatomic and  
myofascial components.

b.  Somatovisceral and Viscerosomatic Connections – Learn how needling the 
soma impacts internal organs and how internal organ dysfunction shows up 
in the soma.

c.  Cranial Nerves – Anatomy and physiology review; neuromodulation protocols 
for head and neck disorders.

d.  Regional Points – Learn how points group according to regions and recognize 
their utility in clinical practice.

e.  Homeostatic Points – Learn the link between “master points” and autonomic 
nerve pathways.

f.  Influential Points – Critically analyze the anatomic basis and physiologic  
connections of the “8 Influential Points.”

4. Canine and Equine Acupuncture Points 

a.  Neuroanatomic and Myofascial Significance of the Twelve Paired Channels  
and Two Midline Pathways – Here, Dr. Robinson takes you on an in-depth 
tour of the fourteen channels of acupuncture. She extensively and intensively 
discusses structure-function relationships in medical acupuncture and 
related techniques. Prepare yourself -- this is perhaps the most knowledge-
packed segment of the online modules!

b. Additional Points Located in Large Animals – What’s different about certain   
  points between the dog and horse? Find out here!

5.  Needling and Electroacupuncture 
These lectures present the basics of dry needling and electroacupuncture. 
Gather your needle samples, your small stuffed animal toy, and your electrical 
stimulator. Have something to eat before you get started, and avoid self-needling 
if you’re pregnant.

a. Needling Basics: Equipment and Technical Aspects

b. Needle Yourself: Here’s How

c. Big Human Points: Find Yours!

d. Big Canine Points: Find Theirs! 

e.  Big Equine Points: Good for Everyone to Learn,  
Even for the Small Animal Folks!

f. Electroacupuncture Basics: Equipment and Technical Aspects 

g. Sample Electroacupuncture Treatment Protocols



“I would highly  
recommend this course to 
anyone who wants to learn 
a great technique to add 

to their practice!”

– Veterinarian in  
General Practice who Has 
Added Chickens to Her 

Patient Base

12 Modules of MAV – Core Curriculum
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6. Acupuncture’s Related Technique: Manual Therapy 

a. Trigger Points and the Disease of Myofascial Dysfunction 

b. Myofascial Palpation in Small Animals: How, Why, and Where

c. Myofascial Palpation in Large Animals 

d. Massage: Science and Evidence

7. Acupuncture’s Related Technique: Laser Therapy

a. Photomedicine Physiology

b. Laser Acupuncture

c. Clinical Applications of Laser Therapy

d. Practice Tips

8. Acupuncture Clinic

a. Ocular Disorders

b. Voiding Dysfunction 

c. Digestive Disorders

d. Acupuncture for Patients with Cancer

e. Acupuncture and the Neurologic Examination

f. And Many More!



12 Modules of MAV –  
Equine/Farm Animal Track Modules

“Great course! A fun and 
educating experience.”

– Veterinarian in  
Academia
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9. Equine Acupuncture 

a.  Equine Acupuncture from a Surgeon’s Perspective – Hear the journey of an 
equine surgeon who introduced medical acupuncture to previously skeptical  
colleagues.

b. Equine Treatment Demonstration – See what you’ll be able to do once you  
  complete the program!

c. Acupuncture and Saddle Fit 

d. An Equine Surgeon’s Acupuncture Cases 

e. Equine Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 

f. Equine Gastrointestinal Ailments and Colic 

g. Diagnosis and Acupuncture Treatment of Equine Lameness 

h.  Equine Back Pain 

10. Farm Animal Acupuncture

a. Acupuncture and Pulmonary Hypertension

b. Acupuncture for Reproductive Health



“Learning acupuncture 
and having the  

opportunity to learn it from  
Dr. Robinson has been 

one of the best  
experiences of my  
academic career  

to date.”

– Fourth-Year  
Veterinary Student

12 Modules of MAV –  
Small Animal/Exotic Track Modules
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11. Small Animal and Exotic Animal Acupuncture

a. “ Catupuncture” – Approach cats correctly and they will tolerate acupuncture 
well. Learn what cats need to feel safe and relaxed. In so doing, you will better  
understand feline patients. Reduce pain, improve gastrointestinal motility,  
address musculoskeletal issues and treat urinary disorders.

b.  Medical Acupuncture for Cancer Patients – Medical acupuncture helps  
cancer patients by reducing pain, improving mobility, and countering malaise. 
Learn to treat cancer patients scientifically and sidestep folklore and fantasy.

c.  Canine Neurologic Examination Review – Don’t assume a dog with hind-end 
weakness has hip arthritis when the real problem is thoracolumbar myelopathy. 
Likewise, don’t determine that all dogs who are weak in the hind-end have 
disk disease. Learn how to discern which problems are neurologic in origin as 
well as the lesion location(s).

d.  Canine Massage Techniques for Relaxation – Learn basic soft tissue  
techniques to help your patients relax and enjoy acupuncture.

e.  Neuromodulating Birds and Bunnies – Find out how to adapt treatments to 
avian and rabbit patients.

f.  Exotic Animal Acupuncture – From hedgehogs to raptors to turtles, snakes, 
and iguanas, acupuncture and related techniques offer important healing  
options for exotic animals. 

g.  Evidential Basis of Surgical vs. Non-Surgical Treatment for Disc Disease  
in Dogs. 

12. Acupuncture Approaches for Clinical Conditions

a. Anorectic Cats

b. Orthopedic Clinic

c. Peripheral Nerve Injury 

d. Acupuncture for Orthopedic Conditions 

e. Acupuncture in the Small Animal Rehabilitation Setting 

f.  Acupuncture in the ER, Critical Care Unit, and Rehabilitation Center 

g. Acupuncture for Cardiovascular Disease 



12 Modules of MAV –  
Small Animal/Exotic Track Modules

“The instructors  
in MAV are dynamic  

and energizing.” 

– Veterinarian Specializing 
in Emergency Medicine

2015 PROGRAM

PAGE 11

Additional “Clinics”

 •  Head Trauma, Spinal Cord Injury, and Disk Disease

 •  Cranial Nerve Injury and Peripheral Neuropathy

 •  Orthopedic Problems

 •  Urinary Ailments and Voiding Dysfunction

 •  Reproductive Disorders

 •  Gastrointestinal Dysfunction

 •  Orofacial Pain

 •  Cardiac Problems

 •  Respiratory Disorders

 •  Critical Care and Emergency Treatment

 •  Rehabilitation

 •  Ophthalmologic Conditions and Considerations

 •  Issues with Immunity, Allergy, and Immune Deficiency

 •  Dermatology and Otology
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Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians
2015 October Clinical Intensive

Vision and Overview

The overarching vision for the 2015 October Clinical Intensive focuses on the concept of 
sustainability. Participants will explore this theme throughout their on-site experience. Activities 
will create opportunities for practitioners to re-examine ways in which they are able to sustain 
their passion and joy of medicine, their commitment to their career, their ability to feel a sense 
of empowerment both personal and professional, and a sense of self-replenishment.

Our intention is to model this vision of sustainability throughout the Clinical Intensive 
experience. To this end, we will provide the practitioners with strategies and mechanisms that 
will support their continued learning and practice when they return to their work environment. 
Our belief is that the more they are connected to themselves, the better healer they will 
be. Building a sustainable practice is about creating a healing, caring and soft professional 
environment for themselves, their colleagues, their patients and their clients.

The message is that this journey is a process and not a destination. There will be ample 
opportunities to question conventional wisdom, to experience self- discovery through self- 
awareness, self-advocacy, self-reflection and self-assessment. At the conclusion of the Clinical 
Intensive experience, it is our hope that every participant will feel as though this was just the 
beginning of his or her journey, not the end. 

What Is a “DOC”?

The term “DOC” stands for “Doctor-Observer-Coach”.  In addition to Dr. Robinson, DOCs will 
serve as facilitators of your journey during the Clinical Intensive. They will model key features of 
sustainability; i.e., practicing examples of the compassionate, caring, and proficient veterinary 
medical acupuncturist. While each DOC will showcase his/her area(s) of expertise by modeling 
“Veterinarian as Teacher”, on-going opportunities throughout the intensive will highlight other 
roles.  That is, they will 1) facilitate exploration; 2) assist in the development of critical thinking, 
problem solving and decision making; and 3) provide leadership and motivation for practicing 
skills and applying knowledge. The delivery and sharing of information by DOCs may appear 
in a variety of formats including large group presentations, small group sharing, modeling, 
discussions, case studies, and Q&A sessions. 

Acupuncture 

“I left the Clinical 
Intensive feeling 

completely prepared 
to begin my 

acupuncture practice 
and to educate 

everyone at work 
about it.”

– 2015 MAV Graduate



Clinical Intensives  
offer hands-on  

instruction in small 
groups, supervised by 

experienced,  
compassionate DOCs.

For More Information,

Contact:

Narda G. Robinson  
DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA

OneHealth SIM Studio

323 West Drake Road 
Suite 124  

Fort Collins, CO 80526

Email: 
Narda@OneHealthSIM.org

Phone: 970-223-3003
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Course Information
Registration Fees
Veterinarians 
$7,079 Dual Track: 12 Modules of MAV 
$5,929 Single Track: 10 Modules of MAV 

Fourth-year Veterinary Student 
$6,779 Dual Track: 12 Modules of MAV 

$5,629 Single Track: 10 Modules of MAV

Admission Eligibility
Registrants must be either licensed veterinarians or hold an equivalent credential such 
as serving as faculty in a veterinary college or fourth-year veterinary students with written 
permission from their college dean or dean’s office.

Certification of Completion
Satisfactory completion of the program requires completing all lectures and attending all  
laboratories, as well as achieving a passing grade on all examinations. 

Location
Clinical Intensives will be held at the Fort Collins Marriott (350 E. Horsetooth Road) and at 
local off-site facilities.

Accommodations
Hotel accommodations are the responsibility of each participant. In 2015, a $119 per night 
(plus room tax) reduced rate has been obtained for course participants at the Fort Collins 
Marriott, 350 E. Horsetooth Road, Fort Collins, CO 80525. A credit card is required to 
guarantee a room. For information and reservations, call 800.342.4398 or visit  
www.marriott.com. Indicate that you are attending the Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians 
course in order to receive the special rate. You need to make your hotel reservations at least 
one month prior to each Clinical Intensive to receive the special rate. 

Transportation
Travel arrangements to and from Fort Collins, CO, are the responsibility of each participant. 
Fort Collins is located approximately 60 miles north of Denver on Interstate 25. Airline  
passengers should fly into Denver International Airport and use a rental car or shuttle service 
to and from Fort Collins. Ground shuttle service from the airport to the Fort Collins Marriott 
can be arranged with Super Shuttle by calling 970.686.9999. Bus transportation to off-site 
labs will be available.

Policy for Course Changes, Cancellations, and Refunds
OneHealth SIM reserves the right to cancel the course or any Clinical Intensive(s), and  
to change dates or venue of the intensive(s). A full refund will be given if the course is  
canceled. The course must be paid in full before you can start the online Modules of MAV. No 
refunds will be granted once you have started the course.

Recording
No audio or visual recording is permissible at any time other than by designated course 
faculty or staff.



Register Online at 
www.onehealthsim.org/register-mav


