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Advanced Medical Acupuncture
• Is it time to “recharge” your enthusiasm for acupuncture?

• Is it time to revisit the points, their anatomy, and what they can help you treat?
• Is it time to move beyond treating only back and neck pain and into more complex cases?

• Is it time to know the science of acupuncture so well that you can cogently counter the challenges  
and criticisms? 

   

If so, then it is time to take this course.
Dr. Robinson designed the curriculum of Advanced Medical Acupuncture (AMA) to meet the needs of veterinary 
acupuncturists who have graduated from the Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians (MAV) program, the 
International Veterinary Acupuncture Society, or the Chi Institute. All can benefit from learning the principles of 
neuromodulation and connective tissue modification at a more in-depth level.

                                                                         As with CuraCore’s other continuing education programs,  
                                                                         Dr. Robinson seeks through AMA to cultivate leadership  
                                                                         and professionalism among integrative medical  
                                                                         practitioners. She does so by challenging her colleagues  
                                                                         and students to transcend passive acceptance of traditional  
                                                                         practice for both conventional and integrative medicine  
                                                                        and to develop new standards of care based on rational  
                                                                       methodologies, evidence-informed best practices, and  
                                                                       patient advocacy. 
                                                                  

                                                                    Required Text:  
                                                                   Interactive Medical Acupuncture Anatomy by Narda G.  
                                                                 Robinson, DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA, published by CRC Press,  
                                                                March 2, 2016.  The course will refer frequently to required  
                                                                reading assignments from this book. (Available through Amazon)

       Our Goals for AMA Graduates:
• Become more effective and informed veterinary medical 

acupuncturists

• Improve diagnostic acumen by recognizing the importance of 
including myofascial palpation with every examination

• Design better, more comprehensive, and longer lasting acupuncture 
treatments

• Address local, regional and systemic issues through restorative 
neuromodulation

• Promote scientific standards for integrative medicine

• Critically evaluate acupuncture research and be able to rationally 
discuss and differentiate verum versus sham interventions in 
acupuncture

• Cogently implement electroacupuncture and other adjunctive 
acupuncture approaches safely and effectively

• Educate your colleagues and clients about the value of non-
pharmacologic options, including medical acupuncture and related 
techniques

• Confidently question the status quo of drugs and surgery alone as first-
line treatment and gain confidence in tackling that debate



Course Overview

Section I:  Acupuncture Anatomy – Channel Trajectories and Neurovascular/Myofascial Point Features (20 hours*)

• Section I commences with an intensive overview of acupuncture channel trajectories and comparative point anatomy, 
drawing from some of the original recorded lectures from Medical Acupuncture for Veterinarians.  These lectures 
provide novel insights into point placement in small and large animals and deliver a broader perspective on the 
structure-function relationships of acupuncture points.

• Topics include review of the central, peripheral and autonomic nervous systems; acupuncture channels; and the 
neurovascular/myofascial relationships of both major and minor points.

Section II:  Acupuncture Physiology – How Stimulation of Neurovascular and Myofascial Structures at a Point Translates 
into Functional Benefits (8 hours*)

• Section II focuses on the local, regional, and systemic physiologic effects of point stimulation. Participants learn how 
medical acupuncture and related techniques engender physiologic shifts by means of neuromodulation and alleviation 
of myofascial dysfunction.

• Topics span acupuncture analgesia, autonomic neuromodulation, functional brain imaging, the response of connective 
tissue to needling and stretch, placebo research, and more.

Section III:  Treatment Approaches based on Medical Acupuncture and Integrative Neuromodulation (MAIN™) and 
Informed by Research Results (12 hours*)

• After building a rational and scientific foundation in the first two sections, Section III calls on participants to create 
and critique treatment approaches based on the principles and practices of neuromodulation and myofascial 
interventions.

• Participants will learn the basics of a myofascial evaluation and the information it can provide, as well as MAIN™ 
approaches for 50 common and not-so-common conditions.

Section IV:  Setting New Standards of Care for Patients and the Science that Justifies Our Doing So (10 hours*)

• Section IV analyzes a spectrum of acupuncture methods, including Chinese, Japanese, auricular, and other popular 
approaches.  Doing so deepens awareness of the history and legitimacy (or lack thereof) of nonscientific acupuncture 
practices in order to promote safer and more clinically effective care.

• Participants will learn the advantages of an “Acupuncture First” concept, i.e., a paradigm of practice in which medical 

acupuncture and related techniques occupy a position front and center in modern veterinary care. 
 
*Time required to complete each activity will depend on the nature of each activity (i.e., video or reading) and each individual’s learning styles.

 
Course Content and Access

Participants will gain access to the online materials for six months  
following their enrollment.  Content includes modules that  
participants can complete at their own pace.  Each module 
may contain videos, reading assignments, and homework.  
Each participant must finish the program within the six-month  
access period in order to receive a certificate of completion.  

Continuing Education Information 
 
Please contact your state’s licensing agency or comparable  
regulatory board (if you practice outside of the United States) in  
order to determine whether this course qualifies for 114  
continuing education credits. Those who satisfy all  
the requirements of the program will receive a  
certificate of completion.



Narda G. Robinson, DO, DVM, MS, FAAMA is the leading authority on scientific integrative medicine from a One Health perspective. 
With over two decades of practicing, teaching, and writing about integrative medical approaches in both veterinary and human 
osteopathic medicine, Dr. Robinson helps healthcare professionals sort fact from fiction.

A scholar, researcher, and widely read author, Dr. Robinson held the only professorship at a veterinary college designed specifically 
to investigate the legitimacy of integrative medicine. In 1998, she launched Colorado State University’s first integrative medicine 
service and for eight years directed CSU’s Center for Comparative and Integrative Pain Medicine. Over the past two decades, Dr. 
Robinson has taught a variety of popular, scientifically based continuing education courses, ranging from medical acupuncture 
and massage to herbology and photomedicine.

Dr. Robinson holds a Bachelor of Arts (AB) degree from Harvard/Radcliffe, a doctorate in osteopathic medicine (DO) from the 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, and a doctorate in veterinary medicine (DVM) and master’s degree in biomedical sciences 
(MS) from the Colorado State University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. She is a fellow within the 
American Academy of Medical Acupuncture. She also serves on the American Board of Medical Acupuncture, the board-certifying 
organization for physician medical acupuncturists.
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